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(54) Device for Punching Oblong Holes into Tubes 

(55) Expandable die holding mandrel, wedge-shaped slide, elastic slide, double 
joint, vertically moveable guide plate, springy guide plate, no 
dimensional tolerances, no edges of cut 

(57) Goal of the invention is to develop a device to punch oblong holes into 
tubes. With the use. of said device dimensional tolerances during the 
punching operation of the tube and damage to the die holding mandrel are 
avoided, whereby the edges are to be cut without any need for reworking. 
This goal is reached by means of an expandable die holding mandrel, which 
has a wedge-shaped slide, fastened to the upper base plate, and in that a 
slide with elastic elements is penetrated in the vertical direction by 
the wedge-shaped slide so that the elastic slide represents a moveable 
unit by means of a connecting double joint with the actuating rod, which 
can be moved axially in the receptacle by means of guide disks and on 
whose end is located the driving disk in the slide wedge. At this stage 
the punching operation is realized in chronological sequence through the 
interaction of the expandable die holding mandrel with the vertically 
moveable, springy guide plate. Figure 1 
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Patent Claims: 

1. Device to punch oblong holes in tubes, characterized in that on the rear end 
of a die holding mandrel (1) there is a wedge-shaped slide (12), which is 
fastened to an upper base plate (11) and which penetrates in the vertical 
direction a slide (7), which is provided with an elastic element (24) and 
can slide in a guide body (10), whereby the slide (7) is mounted with 
prestress by means of a double joint (8) with an attachment rod (5), which 
can be slid axially in the guide (6) of the receptacle (17), whereby a 
driving disk (4) in the slide wedge (3) is fastened on the other end of the 
actuating rod (5), and with a guide plate (18), which is connected 
stationarily to the receptacle (17), by means of springy elements (19 and 
20) by means of the guide columns (21), which are anchored in the upper and 
lower. base plates (9 and 11) . 

2. Device, as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that a slipper (26) and an 
elastic element (24) are disposed in the slide (7) . 

3. Device, as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that the slipper (26) is an 
elastic element. 

2 Sheets of Drawings 



Field of Application o£ thd Invention 

The invention is used in the metal working industry, thus, for example, in 
light metal construction, metal cabinetry, for the construction of scaffolding 
and metal railings. 

Characteristics of the Prior Art Technical Solutions 

There exist devices with and without counter dies to punch the walls of tubes. 
Punching without counter die (entering) has advantages due to the simple 
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construction of the tool, but the field of application is extremely limited to 
the dimensions of the tube and the quality requirements and has not been 
researched to date. 

To punch with a counter die there exist solutions with cutting punches that are 
disposed outside and also inside the wall of the tube. The drawback of the 
latter solution is that the field of application is limited to relatively large 
tube diameters. 

Therefore, it seems especially expedient to punch with a cutting punch, 
disposed outside the wall of the tube, and with a die holding mandrel, inserted 
into the interior of the tube. To guarantee that the tube can be readily slid 
on the die holding mandrel and to compensate for shape and dimensional 
tolerances of the tube, it is well-known to design the holding mandrel so as to 
be expandable by means of a wedge-shape slide or as a moveable lever. 

To avoid unduly high loads of bending moments on the die holding mandrel, a 
bearing surface is provided opposite the cutting punch on the outside wall of 
the tube that is not to be punched. In conjunction with the possible shape and 
dimensional tolerances of the tube, however, the arrangement of such a bearing 
surface alone is inadequate to ensure that the die holding mandrel will not be 
overloaded. In the case of deviations from the outside diameter or roundness of 
the tube, a bending load on the die holding mandrel is possible both when the 
mandrel is expanded prior to the actual cutting operation (tube diameter is too 
large compared to the desired diameter-bending load opposite the cutting 
direction) and when the cutting operation is carried out (tube diameter is too 
small compared to the desired diameter-bending load in the cutting direction) 
and can result in the destruction of the cutter. 

Goal o£ the Invention 

The goal of the invention is to develop a device for punching oblong holes in 
tubes. The use of this device makes it possible to avoid dimensional tolerances 
during the punching operation of the tube and damage to the die holding 
mandrel, whereby the edges are to be cut without any need for reworking. 
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Presentation of the Essence of the Invention 

The invention is based on the problem of providing a device to produce oblong 
holes in tubes, wherein the holes, even far from the end of the tube, are to be 
cut with a cutting punch and die. 

Deformations, burrs and dimensional tolerances in the cutting area of the hole 
are to be ruled out by the use of a die holding mandrel, which is expandable 
inside the tube, whereby the die holding mandrel is designed in such a manner 
that bending loads, which are generated while cutting and would result in the 
destruction of the die holding mandrel, are avoided; and changes in the inside 
diameter of the tube are compensated for. 

The invention solves the problem with a device, in which oblong holes, running 
in the longitudinal direction of the tube axis, are punched using an expandable 
die holding mandrel, which is located inside the tube. The tube to be punched 
must be slid on the die holding mandrel up to the stop collar. As the press 
feed begins, the upper base plate, which clamps the wedge-shaped, expandable 
die holding mandrel in the tube by means of a wedge-shaped slide, slide, 
actuating rod and driving disk, moves vertically. At this stage following the 
clamping and additional vertical movement of the upper base plate, the tube to 
be worked is put so as not to rotate on the prismatic bearing by means of the 
vertically moveable guide plate owing to the force of the spring elements in 
the upper guide sleeves, which act against the force of the spring elements, 
which are arranged under the guide plates. As the upper base plate continues to 
descend, the actual cutting operation begins as the cutting punch pierces the 
wall of the tube. The resulting waste from the cutting operation falls through 
openings in the die holding mandrel, slide wedge and the bearing, in order to 
be removed thereafter, for example, pneumatically. 

In the reverse order of sequence, the cutting punch is now led back and the 
tube is released from the die holding mandrel, whereby the receptacle is held 
so long on the tvibe by means of the spring elements until the cutting punch is 
guided out of the area of the punched oblong hole. 



After the worked tube has been removed from the die holding mandrel, the device 
is in the start position; and the sequence of operations can be repeated. 
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The construction of the device to carry out the described sequence of 
operations is realized in that the expandable die holding mandrel has a wedge 
shaped slide, which is fastened to the upper base plate, and a slide, which 
exhibits elastic elements and which is penetrated by the wedge-shaped slide in 
the vertical direction so that the elastic slide represents a vertically and 
axially moveable unit by means of a connecting double joint with the actuating 
rod, which can be slid axially in the vertically moveable receptacle with the 
aid of a moveable guide. With said unit the die holding mandrel can be clamped 
inside the tube by sliding the slide wedge, using a driving disk, which is 
located at the end of the actuating rod and which is connected stationarily to 
the slide wedge. The guide plate, which is connected stationarily to the 
receptacle, is held so as to be vertically moveable in predetermined working 
positions by means of springy elements, enclosing the guide columns. The guide 
columns are fastened in the upper and lower base plates. 



Embodiment 



The invention is explained in detail with reference to the embodiment depicted 
as a schematic drawing in Figures 1 and 2. 

Figure 1 is a side cross sectional view of the device. 

Figure 2 is a front view of the device in the opened state (a) and in a 
position just prior to the cutting operation (b) . 

The drawings depict a practical embodiment of the invention. The device 
comprises a die holding mandrel 1 with cutting die 2, which is fastened in a 
provided recess and whose diameter can be changed through axial movement of the 
slide wedge 3. The slide wedge 3 can be moved through a T groove or a dovetail 
groove in the die holding mandrel 1. Recessed in the slide wedge 3 is a groove, 
with which a driving disk 4 of the actuating rod 5 engages. The actuating rod 5 
is guided axially by means of guide disks 6 and connected to the slide 7 by 
means of a double joint 8. The wedge shaped slide 12, fastened to the upper 
base plate 11, engages with the slide 7, guided in a guide body 10, mounted on 
the lower base plate 9. A cutting punch 13 is arranged and adjusted in such a 
manner that during the cutting operation it can be introduced into the die 2 
with the requisite cutting gap. Opposite the cutting punch 13, a bearing 14, 
serving to bear the tube 15 during the cutting operation, is mounted on the 
lower base plate 9. The bearing 14 and the die holding mandrel 1 and the slide 
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wedge 3 exhibit recesses, which serve to remove the waste 16 of the cutting 
operation. The die holding mandrel 1 is fastened in a receptacle 17, connected 
to Che moveable guide plate 18. Upper stronger springs 20, guided on the guide 
bolts 21, and prestressed lower weaker springs 19, which are synchronized in 
their spring force, act on the guide plate 18. The springs 19 and 20 are 
actuated over pressure rings 22 by means of guide sleeves 23, attached to the 
upper base plate 11. The sliding wedge 3, the actuating rod 5 and the double 
joint are stabilized by means of the elastic element 24 against overloading. 

In the workpiece receiving position of the device (Figure 2, left side), the 
expanding mandrel, comprising die holding mandrel 1 and slide wedge 3, is put 
into the minimum diameter position. The springs 19 and 20 are relieved up to 
their prestress value. Between the bearing 14 and the slide wedge 3 of the 
expanding mandrel there is a distance that is larger than the wall thickness of 
the tube. Thus, the tube 15 to be punched can be slid without any difficulties 
on the expanding mandrel up to a stop collar 25 located on the same. 

In actuating the press feed, first the expanding mandrel is clamped in the tube 
15 by means of the wedge-shaped slide 12, slide 7, actuating rod 5 and driving 
disk 4. 

If the diameter of the tube 15 deviates too much, potential overloads of the 
clamping mechanism are avoided by means of elastic elements 24, arranged on the 
slide 7. 

After clamping the expanding mandrel, the force effect of the upper springs 20 
affects the descent of the moveable guide plate 18, mounted on the lower 
springs 19, together with the expanding mandrel, fastened on the receptacle 17, 
and the tube 15 that is slid on. The tube 15 is put on the prismatic bearing 14 
in the lower area of the wall of the tube, thus avoiding by means of the 
springs 19 and 20 too high a bending moment, which could result in the 
destruction of the die holding mandrel 1. 

The rest of the sequence of operations .in the device is designed in such a 
manner that the cutting operation does not start with the penetration of the 
cutting punch 13 into the wall of the tube 15 until the tube comes to bear on 
the bearing 14. The waste 16 generated by the cutting operation falls through 
the openings in the die holding mandrel 1, the slide wedge 3 and the bearing 
14, and can be removed or discarded, for example, pneumatically. In the reverse 
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movement of the press feed, the operation runs in reverse. The guide plate 18 
is moved to the top as the springs 19 and 20 are relieved of stress. The 
diameter of the expanding mandrel is decreased. The device is again in the 
workpiece receiving position. 



[see source for Figures] 
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